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The 19th-century Italian painter Antonio Fontanesi (1818-1882) devoted his
entire career to landscape painting. Spending time in Switzerland, France,
Britain, and other parts of Europe, he created distinctive poetic landscapes,
drawing inspiration from the Barbizon School and other artists such as J. M.
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W. Turner. In 1869, he was appointed
professor of landscape painting at an
artacademy in Turin. In 1876, atthe 3

age of 58, he accepted an invitation to teach at the new government-sponsored
Kobu Bijutsu Gakkd (Art School of the Imperial College of Engineering) in
Tokyo. Over the next two years, before his return to Turin, his students included
prominent early Western-style painters such as Asai Chii and Shotaro Koyama.
This exhibition, organized in collaboration with GAM -Turin Civic Gallery of
Modern and Contemporary Art and Turin Museums Foundation, offers an
overview of Fontanesi's oeuvre spanning the breadth of his career. It also sheds
light on his legacy, as reflected in the works of his Japanese disciples and
contemporary and later Italian artists, demonstrating the full scope of his
impact on the art world through around 200 artworks.
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Organized by Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo; GAM - Turin Civic Gallery of Modern and Contemporary Art ;
Turin Museums Foundation / Supported by Embassy of Italy in Tokyo / Special Cooperation by Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International Cooperation of Italy - DG for Growth and Export Promotion; Italian Cultural Institute in
Tokyo / Partner: Torino Chamber of Commerce / Sponsored by Dai Nippon Printing (DNP), CRIF Japan KK
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