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In Paris during the second half of the 19th century, Manet and the artists who would
later be called Impressionists gathered in cafés, where they held debates. While cafés
of the present day may be places for relaxation, cafés, cabarets and dance halls at that
time were not just for enjoying eating, drinking and entertainment; they became
places where new art was born. It was also the start of a new era, together with the
breakaway from the Salon (official exhibition), of art permeating the wider public.

In 1897, the Catalan artist Ramon Casas opened a café in Barcelona called “Els
Quatre Gats (Four Cats),” in emulation of the famous “Le Chat Noir (Black Cat)” in
Montmartre. Among others, the young Picasso was a frequent guest. Picasso was
also strongly influenced by the pleasure and solitude depicted by Toulouse-Lautrec
and Casas with ‘café” as the platform, and motivated into his “Blue Period”

This exhibition displays the spread of art born in “cafés,” through around 130
artworks including the masterpieces by Impressionists, Van Gogh, Toulouse-Lautrec
and Picasso, as well as Casas’ Madeleine, the treasure of Barcelona.
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