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Foreword

It is with great pleasure that we bring you the seventh issue of Bulletin 0f Mitsubishi ]chigakzm Museum,
Tokyo. Holding exhibitions, and expanding, conducting research on and making available to the public
their collections, are two important and mutually necessary parts of an art museum’s activities. However,
an overall picture of the people who work at a museum or the people involved in its activities cannot be
presented through these two parts alone. As well, public and non-profit museums and their activities must
be documented, making them the subjects of research in their own right and serving as a foundation for
future prospects. One could say that this is the reason why the Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum regularly
publishes an annual report and research bulletin.

For Bulletin osz'tmbz'slﬂi [chigokan Museum, To/eyo, No. 7, we have invited for the first time experts
from outside the museum to contribute investigative reports. Odilon Redon’s Grand Bougquet, which
exemplifies the museum’s collection, is painted with pastels on canvas, and due to its inherent fragility,
is normally stored in a display case installed specially in one of the exhibition rooms and can only be
viewed behind glass. However, because during the recent building maintenance it had to be removed
from its display case, we took the opportunity to carry out an optical survey of its surface. Readers can
confirm from the substantial report by Naoyoshi Mori, a conservator with close ties to the museum since
its opening, and Shin Ishihara and Imari Sato, who specialize in the optical analysis of painting pigments,
what new knowledge that cannot be captured with the naked eye was gained from the results of this
analysis of surface information.

A major feature of our bulletin is the inclusion of exhibition reviews by outside experts. This issue
includes eight reviews, the highest number ever, and the texts written from various angles about a varied
line-up of shows worthy of an institution that professes to be “a museum at the center of urban life”
above all serve as a basis for future consideration for the staff. Let me take this opportunity to express my
heartfelt gratitude to the writers concerned.

Coinciding with the museum’s reopening in November 2024 after an extended closure for maintenance,
two new spaces have opened at the Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum. One is the “Small Gallery”, where so-
called Small Gallery Exhibition introduce variously from our curators’ own perspectives works from the
museum’s collection and works entrusted to the museum. Two essays relating to Small Gallery Exhibition
are included in this issue of the bulletin, and we will continue to provide information about these shows
in future issue. The other new space is “Espace 18947, a multipurpose room where we aim to actively host
exhibition-related events, collaborative events with outside organizations and other ventures that until
now the museum has been unable to adequately accommodate. We hope that as a result of the opening of
these new spaces, interest in the museum and its activities will grow. The “Research Notes” at the end of
the bulletin examine where we stand now and discuss future outreach programs.

It is not easy to publish a research bulletin in parallel with the various day-to-day tasks of running a
museum. However, given it is an important undertaking that has a major bearing on the existence of the
museum, we will do our best to continue issuing Bulletin of Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo. We
welcome candid opinions on the editing and published content, and hope readers will continue to support

our endeavors.

Yuko Ikeda

Director, Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum, Tokyo
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Summary

Odilon Redon’s Grand Bouquet and Related Decorative Panels:
A Technical Analysis via Optical Investigation

MORI Naoyoshi (Chief Conservator, Mori Art Conservation)

Grand Bouquet is one of sixteen panels painted by Odilon Redon (1840-1916) on commission in
1901 for the dining room of his foremost patron of the time, Baron Robert de Domecy (1862-1946).
Fifteen of these panels were removed from the walls of the chateau de Domecy in 1978, and are now
housed in the Musée d’Orsay. The remaining panel, which stayed in the de Domecy residence for
around 30 years more, is Grand Bouquet, acquired by the Mitsubishi Ichigokan Museum in 2010.

The arrangement of decorative panels from the chateau de Domecy was reconstructed at a 2011
exhibition at the Grand Palais, but until now, there has only been sporadic discussion of Redon’s
own ideas with regard to their positioning. In this study, I focus on the technical differences between
Grand Bouguet and the other panels, in an effort to elucidate Redon’s concept for the dining room
interior.

The other decorative panels are all painted in on linen supports (four with grounds and eleven
without), and rendered mainly in distemper. Grand Bouguet stands as the sole exception, executed
primarily in pastel on canvas with white ground. In terms of composition the work is split into light
and dark, left and right of the blue vase, the artist envisaging a configuration of panels to cither side,
with Grand Bouguet at the center, creating gradations of brightness via the coupling of the same
subject matter, zones of color, and the presence or absence of underpainting.

Detailed examination of the painting using UV photography reveals traces of brushwork behind
the bouquet, suggesting the use of materials other than pastel Microscopic observation further
identifies distemper features in these traces. One may surmise that by using pastels for Grand Bouquet
as centerpiece of the interior, unlike the other panels, yet the same distemper as the other panels
for the painting’s background, Redon was trying to maintain the continuity within the decorative
ensemble. The next step will be to conduct a scientific study to test this hypothesis, and assemble

material that will enable international discussion.
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’f’(('fl +F 7 #h (Suite vénitienne)) (1980) IZB W T, I A4 DMEE R E HH

IELRTWD, DVHBREARHNANTHY oz AxIZ, ANVDXy FTRIKH$ D
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W) v ol (Souvenir de Berlin-Est) ] (2000) & & -8, [ (Labsence) ] & 3 % 3 OSREA L
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Exh. cat.,, Aubrey Beardsley, Victoria and Albbert Museum, London, 1966.

Brian Reade, Aubrey Beardsley, New York, Bonanza Books, 1967.

Exh. cat., Aubrey Beardsley, Tate Britain, London, 2020. COEE A ¥ a7k, 7RO v £ 14 2 Uk L
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DOIERIZER SN TR, (MBI I, 19 RIES N2y L= Y ey F 0 7L B3
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